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‘Race to Survive’
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The other Utah teams in the race are:

» Bronsen Iverson, 20, from Hurricane.
and his father-in-law, Ryan Stewart. 43
from Lehi

» “Endurance athletes,” mothers and
friends Rhandi Orme, 40, from Kaysville
and Ashley Paulson, 42, from St. George.

According to Baird, several of the oth
er contestants also have more tangential
ties to Utah

Breaking up is hard to do

Baird moved to Utah from Texas; Pena
from South Carolina — in part because of
outdoor opportunities here. They were to-
gether for seven years before divorcing

I wouldn't say that our relationship
wasn't good enough for us to stay mar-
ried.” she said. They each wanted “dif-
ferent things out of life” and for the oth-
e1 “to be happy.” And whatever differences
they have “kind of like fell to the wayside™
as they focused on the race. “We are ad-
venturers at heart, and being outside in
the wilderness and doing these big, wild
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Paufina Pena, left, and Creighton Baird found out they'd been cast in “Race to Survive: New Zsaland” four days after their divorce was finalized.

adventures was what fueled both of us for
s0 long”

Still, it was kind of weird that, so quick-
ly after their divorce, they found them-
selves in the wilds of } aland, living
“under a tarp, starving with your ex-wife
Doing it together,” Baird said. “It's a wild
human experience that not many people
will ever go through.”

Perhaps surprisingly, they believe the
experience “made our relatioaship stron-
ger,” Baird said. “Like, we're not back to-
gether. We're not getting remarried. But
there's much more respect there. And
appreciation of what we have.”

“Yeah,” Pena agreed. “Absolutely.”

And, despite the hardships, running this
race was “the most fun thing I think both
of us have ever done.” he said. She agreed:

“Idon’t think that we would have done it if

we didn't think that it sounded fun.”.

“If we felt that we were going to be tru-
ly miserable for 40 days,” he added, “We
wouldn't have done it. And if we thought
that it wouldn't help heal our relationship,
then we wouldn't have done it.”
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